Project Takes a
Global Look at
Water Quality

Students collect and test water
samples in support of World Water
Monitoring Day

F iy | A dest bt students mof only want
tex take = they want o shane their resuls
with the vest of the planet!

In U of “World Waler Hllllll;-:frlr'lg [hiy”
ihis year, e Souh Floeidas Water Managensm
[Rstret actively engaged a number of local
atudents and teachers m this workdwide aciiviy
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Inseet hopes to call anention o how local
actions can have a global imgact on water
supplivs For people and the environment. “Hy
Il wing South Florida stodents bn this evenr, we
ierease their awaneiess of how the nesd for o
supply of chean, usable warer wuly i 3 worldwide
s i Naoo Dgerr, direcior of 1l
Ihsarer's Environmenial Momitong sl
Assesamem Department

AHEA SUHONLS PARTICIFATE

[aatract stall visiged |‘|-II:|-1II;I!'|1I Hioscl
Commmunity High School and provided a science
class with an educanonal presensn on ow the
Insmer collects waker samples, BEach swident
received a water sampliog kit and learmed the
proper way o st the water queality in the
Ioinion of thelr cholee, Dnee the stisbeins
commipleted) the vask, the fidings were entered into
a mitermer database

Saadf from the Dhsiricrs Okeechobee Service
Cemter provided asimikar edocanonal experience
Tow Okeeechinlbess ﬂ_:lu_nl[:r il il |I|g|l o |
sliileqns

T, 1o, receivad presemtanons asd
Irstrpetions, along with water gquality sampling
kits, Their resolis also went i the worldwsdie
ilatahise,

December 5 was the Nnal -.J.;:|:|- for all
parcipamis around e wodld w enter dats, Whea
|.1u"|'||'l||,:[|,:|,|. tha |;||I'||'|H|c-._l informanion will frrams e
@ siapshol of the plaers water qualiy

“World Waner Momitoning Day™ 15 spomsoned
by il LS, Brvironmental Profection Agency,
Avereea s Clean Water Foundation, and s
Imteenanicma] Warer Assoeaation, More
informustbon on Workd Wiser Monitoring Day cin
b fowenid om thee ivernes an
Cwewew watldwatermontiorn gdiy ong

tartmg m January, when you movel along the

wsbern e of “Alligator Alley™ across the
Everglades vou will be reated to an enbertainimg and
eclocatiomal broadenst ubout (bis unigue ectsysiem by
atmply turming on vour radis Cook Bor dhe sigisl,
Tuming in to WELP-LP or WELLU-LP(FM 98.7 or
TS el cormesct o b the BEverglades Basdio
Mistwork — o Jow-power P8 station that will broslcast
M-twwrs-a-day, T-days-g-week from the WHCU stodic
loated at Blorida Gulf Coast Llaiversity e bBorg Myers,

Woant o fimd ot masre about the Everglades withoot
leaving boame o while you're trvelimg with your
wireless Taplop or cell phaone? The Everglodes Radio
Metwirk can also be accessed over the mdermed ol
fwowweevire ladesradione twork. con.

Ciowermior Jeh Hush and Depurtment of
Envircnmental Protecton Secretary Dravid Strabs will
ibreidece the theee-hour Blosck ol progrrmming ad tlk
abol the state’s commitment o the Everzhades and s
res T,

“Ihe Everglades Rodic Metwork will imtroduce
mmnilionss of Florida residents and visigors i the
bverghades and encounzge them o visit the many nadorad
places along ihe “Everglades Trml® amo our” suid
Struhs, I is also hoped that the radse brosdeast will
i residenis and vasitors of the ecological
imgortane of the Everzlades s Florida, the nation, and
e woorld.”

Hadio segmweits will proseade molorsts wath
informaticm about the ccosysiern. partiolarly the ana
alingg “Alhigator Allev.” miad will be woven ogether 19 a
migazine-sivhe formut, Featores will bighlizht plang and
anirial lifie, natural and man-made Forees affecting the
Bverglades, mteresing places (o seop and visit,
precedeni-siting nestortion iniaatives ol the peoples

e

enviromment bl with far
preet ) fewer bumps along the
way,” said Harkley
Thernaom, thee SEW ML
Croverning Board member
representing Central Floridi
PACT has three objectives:

whio have played an importani role in shaping the
history and fuiare of the Everglades,

Public service announcements, weather updoles. 2
calendar of Everglades-related events, ghway advisory
information asd “Amber Alert” notifications will also be
ncluded. Programming will be updated quarerly and
sezmems will ke rotated duily 10 ensure that regalar
travelers con hear all of the segmends. The mdio
broadeast wall bz svailable to approximately 6.5 million
vehiches that anneally travel zcross “Allizator Alley™
and o countless lsleners on the inlermeL

The Department of Environme izl Protection, in
cooperation witl the Floridn Depariment of
Trunsporiation, Florda Gulf Coast University, [ivision
of Emerzency Manazemend, and LS, Senator Hobs
Ciraham’s office, coomdinated the pobhic owtreach
comeept from idea to reality, Tnput wis solicited from
buoth the public and private sectors o devélop the inital
three-hour prozramming block that will be broadeast
arvanid-the-clock

T Sowtls Florda Waler Monogement Lhisiric,
Everghades Mational Park, Big Cypress Natiomal
Preserve. Bakahatches Strand State Preserve, Collier-
Seminode Stk Pork, Bookery Hay, Florida Fash and
Wildbife Comservation Commission, Flerda Fanther
Matwmal Wildlife Refoge and the Semincke Tribe of
Florda also contrituted o the programiming effor,
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the review progess,” e said,

When fully impbemented, PACT
will bave five traming modulés:
Foundations for Success — The
Envirommental Resource Permmit,
Water Use Permittimz, Wil
Mitization and Sowvereign

Make a PACT

How to reduce permii
processing time

Bctlcr permit applications
result in Fisler prkessing
frmes. Thit's the philesophy driving
the creaton of the Orkando Service
Center's “Perrmit Applican
Certification Tranming”™ progrm, or
FACT. T goal 15 1o immprove the
effectiveness ol ¢fficiency of the
bavirmnsentl Besouree amd Water
Use permitting prigesses for bodh
the regulated community ol the
[istrict.

“Wath PACT, we expect o pel
the s protestions For the

1y Sigmificantly improwe th
aquality oof Environmental Besounce
and Water Use permit applications
bering submitted o il Disirict

23 Extablish a community of
prachce among proeram graduates
aned District staft o fosber
comimuing imprevements in
repgulatory processes: und

33 Recopnize the effort by
documenting propgram results,
awinding comtmuing cducation
credits o paerticipants and
publicizing thee benefils of progrm
partcapition,

The idea for PACT care from
Tomm Crenowvese, dirsgtor of the
Crrlando Service Center, based om
his years of expericnee as o permit
appdicint prioe & jonimg the stall of
SEWMEY, T learned early on that
wu okl zen your permid maore
quickly if vou know exactly whit
he reviewsr nesds 0 process your
application and how o work with
[Mistrict staff both befone and during

Sobemerged Londs, Legal lssoes, and
Pose-Fermit Compliange,

PACT s being deweloped by he
Orlando Service Center™s negulalory
sHfr.

The response of the repulated
comnnity has been enthusioste,
Mdter participating in the pilon of the
first mosdule, Dom Melnosh
presicent of Donakd W, Mclniosh
Assogiates Ine, of Winter Park
winde: “Wene now clear o ihe
target, challenged 10 pass it along
all cur stadf and commatted 1o
irpeermenting that which you ook
s much time il effort o share,
Cimeat jub.”

Completiom of the remminmg
PACT meslubes and full progrem
rorlbout is planmed for 3004, “Thanks
o dhe emtracmdinnry effon pud forth
by the Orlando Serviee Center eam,
[ am comfident of both the success
anal long-term besefin ol this
prognm,” Uemovese sl
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